
Sundance Palimpsest
The Sun's Daily Movement Recorded in a Heliographic Pamphlet

Honeybees are the only animals that can produce beeswax from their wax glands. 
Both lightweight and insulating, this material is perfectly suitable for the colony”'s 
needs. The bees use their wax as main structure of the nest, for storage and to rear 
the brood.

In the life of bees, the sun plays an essential role.
Insects use solar orientation. And of course, blooming fora is the main food source 
for honeybees that cannot fourish without the solar energy. 

 
The Sundance Palimpsest comments on this close relationship between the sun and 
wax -  the unique material that melts around 60°C.

The installation is inspired by the principles of measuring time by observing the 
movement of the sun. 
The daily path of the sun across the sky is recorded on sheets of beeswax. Every day, 
a new sheet captures the solar radiation and makes a print of the day. The collection 
of daily recordings tells of the passing of time.  

The sun 's angle and radiation changes with its geographic location, resulting in very 
site specifc recordings. 

The Sundance Palimpsest is an artwork by Christina Stadlbauer. 
It was frst exhibited in Kaisaniemi Botanic Garden, Helsinki in 2014 and in the 
exhibition “Semi-wild Gardens” in Kouvola Taidemuseo in 2015. 



The Recording:

A big crochet fower holds a magnifying lens at its centre that focuses the sunlight.  
Underneath is a tablet of beeswax. The sun 's daily orbit melts a path into the wax, 
leaving a recording of the sun 's particular position and movement on that day.

The compilation of these daily wax recordings makes a heliographic pamphlet.

The collection: 

Each sheet of wax looks diferent. It represents the uniqueness of each day. 
The recorded sheets are mounted in a frame of birch wood. 


